


































Subject: Objection to BOA request, mtg 1/21/26, 25 Sims Ave

Good afternoon,
I’m writing to OPPOSE the request of Michael and Isaac Roylos for the property at
25 Sims Ave, Assessor map 233, lot 71. They are asking for variations that are wildly different than what the city 
requires to make a buildable lot. The discrepancy is huge- to disregard 60+% of the square footage requirement and 
50% of the frontage requirement does not make sense on our small dead end road. It’s too big an ask!
I assume the numbers the city requires are there for a reason- including to preserve the character of our small city by 
giving building lots a bit of space from imposing on neighbors. By a long shot, this lot is not buildable by the city 
standards.
I’d like my opposition to be shared at the BOA meeting scheduled for Wed, 1/21/26.
Thank you,
Chance Allen
88 Sims Ave.

Sent from my iPad
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Stephanie Johnson

From: Evan Baker <evanallenbaker@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, December 12, 2025 9:23 AM

To: Alex Muentener; Laura Stewart; Tim Phoenix; Stephanie Johnson

Subject: Fwd: Home Renovation Project

Categories: Smokeball

From our neighbors at the corner of Coffins and Union 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 

From: Joe Lewinski <lewinski@icanon.com> 

Date: Thu, Dec 11, 2025 at 7:15 PM 

Subject: Home Renovation Project 

To: <evanallenbaker@gmail.com> 

Cc: Paula & Joe Lewinski <pjlewinski@gmail.com> 

 

 

Hello Evan, 

 

I am writing to offer support for your home renovation project.  It  

looks like it will offer you many benefits and improvements in addition  

to enhancing your usable space. 

 

Both Paula and I are in favor of your project. 

 

Best of luck, 

 

Joe Lewinski 

187 Union Street & Coffins Court 

Portsmouth, NH 03801 

 

--  
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February 13, 2026 

 

Re: 238 Austin Street Variance Requests 

 

Dear Chair Margeson and members of the Zoning Board of Adjustment: 

 

The New Hampshire Preservation Alliance urges the Board to consider the preservation values 

of these historic buildings in your evaluation of the effect of their proposed demolition in relation 

to the public interest as well as the spirit and intent of the zoning ordinance. The c. 1850 house 

and late 19
th

 century barn at the 238 Austin Street property are contributing structures to the 

Portsmouth National Register District.  

 

As the statewide non-profit historic preservation organization, the Preservation Alliance 

advocates for the preservation and reuse of older buildings to prevent irreversible loss of historic 

resources and promote their role in enhancing community character and economic vitality. 

 

Because of the Preservation Alliance’s active barn preservation program, we were contacted by a 

Portsmouth constituent and, along with a historic barn specialist, conducted a site visit to 

determine the condition of the barn on January 19. It was determined that the barn frame is in 

good condition and a strong candidate for reuse, and the barn is a rare survivor of an in-town 

typology we believe should be considered endangered in the City of Portsmouth and across the 

state.  

 

Relative to your consideration of the ZBA’s hardship provision, we believe that the applicant has 

an opportunity to explore the re-use of these structures instead of demolition. Please let me know 

if the N.H. Preservation Alliance can be a resource to help support the city’s zoning goals and 

help connect advocates with specialists that are creative with reuse of historic structures.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jennifer Goodman 

N.H. Preservation Alliance, Executive Director 

jg@nhpreservation.org  

603-224-2281 Ext. 101 

Sent by email  
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